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deseph G, Cannon to Theodore Roosevelt
and Samuel Gompers,

Speaking for myself, I had rather quit
publio lifa now, and at the age of seventy quit
foraver, trué to the civilization we have de-
veloped, true to the distribution of powers to
thé legislative, the executive and the judiciary.
which are a chack upon each other, than to
retain public oMes at such a sacrifice to my
own salf-respect and such terrible cost to the
eountry. While God givea me Nfe to live I
will not by my act take from any citizen, be
he rich or poor, union man or non-union man,
farmeér or mechanic, shoemaker or paper-
maker, doctor or lawyer, any right which is
given to another. I will not vote for any law
which will make fair for one and foul for
another.

Wil Mr. Taft Answer?

We respectfully avail ourselves of Mr.
Tarr's presence in this city to ask him
a plain question in the answer to which
a considerable portion of his fellow
countrymen of all classes have at this
moment a very great interest.

We are emboldened to ask this ques-
tion because on the 10th day of last Jan-
uary Mr. TaFr came to New York and
addressed an audience in Cooper Union.
It had been announced, with a freedom
of utterance unusual in Presidential
oandidates but with a candor believed to
bé characteristic of Mr. Tarr, that he
would freely answer any questions which
might be addressed to him by the audi«
ence, It has been charged that the
questions addressed to him under this
invitation were previously prepared by
his friends and submitted to the distin-
gulshed speaker of the evening. THR
SUN refuses to believe this, for notwith-
standing the widespread prevalence of
hypocrisy in the publio life of the pres-
ent time we have too much respect for
the WrLrram H. TArr of other years fo
believe that hé would participate in such
s petty and inexpensive performance.
The genéral belief, however, that his
political managers did prepare thé ques-
tions which were handed to Mr. TarT 0n
the platform of Cooper Union gives
additional reason why Mr. Tarr ghould
at this time answer a plain question
which THE SUN has now the honor to
address to him. If he was free to answer
any question that any one might ask
who was fortunate enough to obtain a
seat in Cooper Union last January, we
#ee no reason whyv he should now refuse
to answer a question which is respect-
fully addressed to him by an American
fhewspaper on behalf of its readers, many
of whom are Mr. TAPT'S admirers and
supporters and all of whom presumably
have an interest in the answer that he
may give. The question is this:

Is WiLLiax H. TAFT in sympathy with
the present avowed effort of THEODORE
ROOSEVELT to legalize the boycolt, so far
as the Federal Government can legalize if,
by repealing so much of thé Sherman anti-
trust law a8 makes a boycott of interstate
trade not only unlawful but criminal?

We concede that Mr. TAPT's general
statements of entire accord with the
present policies of THEODORE ROOSEVELT
would give rise to a presumption that
he is thus sympathetic were it not for
brave words and still braver deeds of
WicLiaM H. Tarr which are wholly in-
congistent with such presumption. When
Circuit Judge of the United States he
ruled, in July, 1894, that a combination
1o obstruct interstate commerce “was
for an unlawful purpose and is a oon-
spiracy within the statute cited.” The
statute cited was the Sherman anti-
trust law. In the same decision Judge
TAFT was so impressed with the enore
mity of the boycott and its malicious
purposs and mischievous results that,
acting upon the inhereat power of the
eourt to punish contempts, he sent one
Feaxg W, PrELAN, a labor leader and
a deéputy of Mr. DEBS, to prison for a
term of six months for the offence of
instigating such a bhoycott.

We further recall that WiLuiam H.
TArT, on the eve of his departure last
fall for the Philinpines, took oecasion to
denounce SAMUEL GoMmMPERs and his
associates for their attempt to legalize
the boycott by amendments to existing
lawe. And we further remember that
Winniay H. Tarr, after returning from
his cireuit of the globe, addressed his
follow citizens at Cooper Union and
again condemned the boveott as beyond
Jegitimate excuse and characterized it
as “a eruel instrument” of oppression,

The golumns of THE SUN are open to
M. TarT for as full 2 reply as he shall
think proper to make, « Few considera-
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mation of his fellow countrymen of
which he already enjoys so large a moas.
ure than a direct and unequivooal ane
swor that his views with reference to the
boyoott Are unchanged and that, as the
possible next President of the United
fitates, he would not favor amendments
to & law which would n.ake trade unions
a priviléged class in the community and
which would take from the American
pecple that protection from criminal
boyootts which they now enjoy under
the Sherman anti-trust law,
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A Massachusetts Heathen.

Mr. Atssa7 E. PILL8BURY, sometime
Attorney-General of Massachusetts, is
one of the boldest of the undesirable
citizens who exist in such unpleasant
nurabers in that once respectable State.
Knowing well that Mr. ROCSEVRLY is
conspired against most frequently and
foully by most toad spotted traitors,
Mr. PILLSBURY tries to mpake him out a
plattér instead of a victim, He accuses
him, Secretary Tarr and other notables
of “conspiring to foree the nomination
of Secretary TArT by holding over the
heads of the voters a threat of President
RoogevELT taking the nomination him-
solf rather than let it go to any other
voter.”

Surely Mr. PILLSBURY is too good a
lawyer not to be able to diseriminate be-
tween a threat and a promise—a promise
that takes the place of the impulsive
election night declaration of 1004. And
what is a promise: “Especially a declar-
ation that something shall be done or
given for the benefit of the promisee or
another.” A declaration that the coun-
try shall not be ruled by Omnificence for
faur years more is clearly not for the
benefit of the promisee. Therefore it is
not A promise, but the reflection of a
passing state of mind and without con-
sideration, if the implied consideration,
the nomination of TAFT, fails,

But the fascination of horror lures
us to the brink of treason from which
the doomed PILLERURY plunges:

“The President's continued slience on this ques-
tion means elther that he (s willing to bave the
statement used to prémote the Seoretary’s noml-
nation, while adhering to his declared purpose not
10 accept & renomination, or that he is willing to
have It used at all events, whatever the conse-
quences. [n elther case the use of this menace
tmputes 10 the President a want of candor which
his countrymenw Bave not been aceustomed 10
ascride to him.*

If “TAPT or Me” isn't candid, candor is
not to be found in this black world. Mr.
PILLSBURY invites the thunderbolt and
deserves it. His appeal to the “many
thousands of yet unbossed and unsup-
preséed Republicans in Massachusetts”
shows his heathen blindness, Repub-
licans that refuse to be bossed must be
suppressed,

No Fusion Between Liberals and So-
clalists in England,

It was an important speech that
Lord ROSEBERY, aé president of the Lib-
eral League, delivered in London on
March 12, and in which he said that
if the Liberals should have to choose
between Socialism and Mr. CHAMBER-
LAIN'S policy of protection be should,
though much againat his will, advocate
their siding with the latter in order to
uphold the stability, the freedom and
the prosperity of the British Empire,
The speech was important not only from
the nature of the pr gramme com-
mended but because there is reason to
believe that the ex-Premier expressed
opinions which are shared by Mr.
ASQUITH, the present Chancellor of the
Exchequer, who has been fixed upon as
the successor of Sir HENRY CAMPBELL~
BANNERMAN as Prime Minister.

It is unquestionably true, as Lord
RosEBERY said, that at the last general
election the Liberals gained the support
not only of Laborites in general but of
Socialists in particular by promising to
try to secure the enactment of various
schemes of State socialism, conspicuous
among which was to be an old age pen-
sion scheme. This pledge the Banner-
man Government has kept, or is in
process of keeping, although it has
thereby strained almost to the breaking
point the loyalty of many clear sighted
and sober minded Libeérals. It has
placed upon the statute book a law ex-
empting the funds of trade unions from
liability for damages caused in pursu-
ance of instructons given by those
bodies. It has obtained the enactment,
so far as Eng and is concerned, of a bill
facilitating the acquirement on easy
terms of small holdings, and it has twice
sent up to the upper house, though
unavail ngly, & similar measure applic-
able to Scotland., It has definitely com-
mitted itself to the enrolment on the
statute book of an cld age pension law,
which, unlie the plan followed in Ger-
many, sha | not exact ny contributicns

from the beneficiariss.

Not satisfied with these proofs of an
intention to make good the pledges given
in the campaign preceding the last gen-
eral election, the Laborite party, and
especially the Socialist section thereof,
has at most of the ensuing by-elections

ting forward ¢andidates of its own has
assured victory to Unionist nominees.
In spite of their undisguised and evi-
dently concerted defection the Labor-
ites have continued to be as arrogant
and inordinate in their demands as ever,
and they have now brought forward a
bill declaring it to be the duty of the
Government to find work for the tens
of thousands of unemployed persons at
the expense of the taxpayers. [t is this
latest exaction—which of course will not

should remain unyielding—that has
convinced Lord ROSEBERY that the time
has come to speak out, to call a halt in
the way of concessions to Socialism and
to declare that rather than go any
further in that direction it would be ad-
visable for Liberals in the interest of the
public weal to cooperate with the Union-
ists, even although they might bave to
renounce their free trade convictions and
recede from the attitude of resistance to
protection which hitherto they have
maintained.

In the course of a speech by which he
regained at & bound much of the influ-

‘

B

or evidences of thrift and good faih |

abandoned its Liberal allies, and by put-

be the last if the temper of the Liberals |

: showed himself keenly alive
to & grave defect of Britain's polity,
namely, the fact that the United King-
dom possesses no written conatitution,
no barriers to sudden and drastic inno-
vations by means of complicatéd and
almost impracticable provisions for con-
stitutional amendments. He pointed out
that the oneé great obstacle to hasty and
mischievous legislation which fermerly
existed, the exercide of the veto power
by the sovereign, has not been turned
to aceount since the reign of ANNE, and
therefors is generally held to have lapsed
from non-user, There remains abso-
lutely nothing except the power of the
House of Lords to delay legislation. 1f
that power were overthrown, and it is
the avowed purpose of the Liberal party
to overthrow it, there would remain
nothing to prevent Socialists, if they
should manage to gain temporarily a
majority in the House of Commons, from
transforming at a stroke the United
Kingdom into a socialistic Common-
wealth. From this point of view Eng-
land is, as Lord ROSEBERY says, in a
most precarious position, the weakness
of which he emphasized by comparing
it with the very different condition of
things in the United States. On this
side of the Atlantic, even were it conoeiv-
able that the Boclalists could obtain a
majority of the Federal House of Repre-
sentatives, they could do nothing against
the will of the Senate or against the veto
power of a President, a power which in
our republic is continually exercised.
Even if for the sake of argument we
assume that the Socialists might in time

chosen to devote himself to the saloons,
the barrooms and so on. Hence the
Black Hand letters threatening his pre-
cious life—in a Pickwickian sense, of
oourse,

Now Mr. Sims throws out his chest
and calle heaven to witness that he is
still unterrified. Most of the threaten-
ing lotters were destroyed. They were
numerous and deadly, but he immersed
them in oblivion. Just one escaped the
cataclysm and so became notorious. So
we have before us the pudgy spectacle
of Mr. 81uM8 of Tennesses confronting the
serried arrev of the cantankerous, baring
his heroic bosom, so to speak, and calling
on the lightning to desoend.

We are bound to say that we admire
this picture. All the more because we
feel that Mr, Sius is safe and that his
activities, such as they are, will remain
at our disposal, though we don't quite
know what to do with them for many,
many vears to come,

Merely Bookkeeping.

There is not in New York to-day a
man who knows what the city debt is.
In the Finance Department there are
several men who can guess at it, but
each one will challenge the aceuracy of
the figures presented by the others and
the public at the end of the discussion
will not be able to make head or tail of the
financial condition of the munieipality.

Last month the Comptroller presented
what he declared to be the first correct

| statement, of the city's debt as of Janu-

secure control of both houses of Congress | qrv | 1598, No one has pretended to
and elect a Chief Magistrate, they would deny his assertion that the statements

still be restricted to a very narrow fleld

of that debt heretofore prepared were

of legislation. So long as the United | inaceurate.

States Supreme Court exists and the
Federal Constitution stands the conver-
sion of the American Commonwealth into
a unified socialistic State is impossible.
Lord ROSEBERY'S speech (s worth
reading and pondering by American citi-
zens as well as by his fellow countrymen,

Dr. Hall on “ Dead” Languages.

Dr. G. STaNLey Hawuy of Clark Uni-
versity, whom we remember as a valued
speaker at the Congress of Mothers, is
pursuing with fire and slaughter such

This confusion and ignorance of the
city's finances is the result of the loose
system of bookkeeping in use in the
Finance Department. They illustrate
strikingly the chaotic condition of the
city's acoounts, a condition that makes
extravagance, waste and fraud easy.
They are at the bottom of much misgiv-
ernment, unintentional and deliberate,
Were they removed many evils of which
complaint is made would disappear
automatically and others would be so
exposed as to be removable without diffi-

poor remnants of respect for Greek and | culty. Untila modem and exact system
Latin as have survived the more brilliant | of accounting is adopted in every city
campaign of Mr. CHARLES FRANCIS i department there can be no real reform
ADAMS. Instruction in those languages ' in the government of Néw York and no

is “fundamentally unsound.” They be.
long to the world of shades:

* These dead languages are 3o terribly dead they
o mot aven ghogis Of ghasts shadaws of shadows,
{ntangible, evanescent, unreal, and the time spent
In mastering these ghastly, ghostly tongues might
80 much beiter be spent ! muatering something
that would become of use 10 the pupil. Of what
use 1s It to & young man, for example, to learn
Latin and Greok?*”

This battle of the books has been
fought so many times that we have no
disposition to renew it, In Germany, in
particular, the value and even the supe-
riority of the classical languages as a
vehicle of sthosl education has been

demonstrated so far ams figures may be |

allowed to demonstrate anything, and
yet there will always be men to ask “of
what use is it to a young man to learn
Latin and Greek?"

Oue use is suggested by Fresident
HawL's “ghastly, ghostly” language:
Moderation, restraint. If Attic prose
and the masterpieces of Greek literature
were read mére commonly, the modern
tendeney to eccentricities, to the setting
up of little literary and philosophic
schools and cults, to hero worship, to the

loss of th? sense of proportion, might be !

counteracted. President HALL might
even discover Jy research not beyond
the powers of an intelligent boy that
Greek and Latin are in no real sense
“dead”; that Latin is a very living lan-
guage still and the lingua franca of hun-
dreds of thousands of cultivated men.
He could discover, too, in medieval
Latin a great treasure of thought, of
history, of science and philosophy, of
various literature.

Many very clever persons seem to
make the mistake of imagining that
nothing not modern is of any use.

The Motto on the Coin,

The vote of 255 to 5 by which the House
of Representatives passed the bill to put
“In God We Trust” on the new gold
onins proves with what intuition Mr,
RooseveLr judged popular eentiment
when he had the legend taken off.,

However, he became enthusiastic for
the restoration of the motto as soon as
ha found he had guessed wrong, and by
this time he probably believes that he
ordered it restored after it had been
removed by godless reactionaries.

Black Hands and Others.

The Hon. THETUS WILRETTE STMS of
Tennessee has been threatened by the
Black Mand and other homieidal eccie-
ties, all because he has declared for
virtue of the District of Columbia. Does
he blench? Not much. He stands, as
he has always & ood, for righteousness
and purity. No menaces appall him, no
threats swerve him by so much as a
single inch—nay. nay, let us say a hair's
breadth—from the line of duty. Proud,
sauatty and peculiar, he rears alofta form
of special grandeur, something more than
five feet high and rotund and defiant.

It is to be regretted, perhaps, that
Mr. 8ras has not concentrated his varied
talent upon some object other than that
of interfering with the habits of the
common people. In his capacity as a
member of the District Committee of the
House he might have exploited himself
in various directions with results not
b tter perhaps, but much more prac-
tical. Take the automobiles, for exampie.
They rush all over Washington, distilling
evil odors in great clouds, afflicting the
senses of pedeetrians everywhere and
occasionally running down a citizen who,
what with the noises of conflicting bells
and toots and the asphyxiating emana-
tions of the machines, becomes confused
and hesitates at the critical moment,
There is no need for this, and everyhody
knows it. In Paris, the home of the
automobile, they make no allowances
for bad smells and for obscuring vapors,
and offending cars are arrested, fined
and warned off the streets. But Mr.
SiMs has given no attention to this and

effective economiesin its administration,

If the Prince of Wales wigits this country he
will be torn Hmb from |imb, ~EVENING SUN.

Not if he accepts the offered protection
of the Albany Burgesses.

The Hon. BexsaMin Ryan TILLMAN en-
joyed himself to the top of his bent yester-
day, overthrew ridiculously the Grand
Young Man of Indiana, who rushed in to
defend the statesmAn to whose councils he
eontributes so much wisdom, and gave the

Senate the guilty joy of hearing the Uni. -

versal Boss prodded and jecred. There is
no adequate punishment for My. TILLMAN,
a scorner of dignitaries and a thrower of
stones at the shrines of the gods. A catch
as catch can contest of amenities between
him and the gifted controversialist whom
he fell upon yesterday would be the only
fair test of their respective abilities asana-
lyrers of character and hurlers of fire.

Long Island farmers form a potato trust —Yes.
terday's news,

Even Mr. Bayan would have to admit
that a farmers' trust was a “good” trust;
and the other Mr. Bryax could not deny
to such a collection of votes the privileges
which he grants to organized labor

The President will continué to maintain
an attitude of consistent aloofness toward
the selection of his successor, He will for-
bid the election of any member of his Cabi-
net as & delegate to Chicago. Such partici-
pation in a political convention by one of
his advisera would be abhorrent to a soul

, 80 severely ascetio as to party politics.

Besides, there are Federal officeholders
enough already at work to oontrol the
situation, probably. The President will not
deviate a hair's breadth from the pro-
gramme of abstention which he has traced
for himself. He will not interfeye, save in
necessary details, with the deliberations of
the great assembly which he is choosing.
With & moderation that astounds as well
as baffles his enemies he will confine his
activity to naming the candidate and writ-
ing the platform.

Unless, of course, there should be a screw
loose in the machine and he should have
to go to Chicago as delegate general at
large and foroe upon the caitiff reactionarics
the alternative with teeth in it.

—c—————

Suggestions for the Street Raliways.

To Tae Eprron oF THS SUN~Sir; The “pay as
you enter” cars are good and thelr use should be
encouraged.

As an Improvement of the plan as I understand
1t | would suggest instead of the fare belag col-
le¢ted by the conductor that boxes of deposit be
provided at the entrances, the conductor being
suppiled with envelopes of change, eAch envelope
being short a nickel, tbe niokel being given by the
conductor on the oulside of the anvejope, and tach
conductor having envelopes of change for all colns
and blils up to §2 In quantity sufficlent for all de-
mands, thege kept In & system of pockets or recep.
tacies and repienlshod ai both eads of the line if
neoessary.

Such a plan would reduce the time of change
making to 8 minimum, The ruie that each passen-
ger must deposlt his own fare wouid diminish the
possiblilty of theft, Thoe cssh receptacies couid be
flat 50 a8 to take up very listle room, eacd being
provided with & reglster worked by the drop of
the nlekel, making the fare register aiso indepen-
dent of the conductor, G WT

NEw YORx, March 18,

——————

Another Real Daughter of the Revolution.

To Tas EnrToR oF THE SUN~Sir; In Tax Suw
of March 10 Is the news (tem of the death of Mrs.
Rhina Mijler of Mount Vernon, and of her 14 Is said
that she was the last “real daughter of the Revolu.
tlon." There (s now stlildving at Woodhury ,Conn. ,
Miss Rhoda Augustsa Thompson, daughter of
Thaddeus Thompson, who Is etitied o the dis-
tinction of belng & real daughiter.

Her father was the drummer boy who beat
taps at the execution of Andre, the Britlsh spy.

C, P, THoMPRON,

SPRINGFIELD, Mass., Mareh 14,

O ———
Myl
My fleet with all My sallor men sail on My seas
to-day~

Uy polieles abroad they wiil proclaim;

My convention of My party must My siightest wish
obey.

My successor to My office 1 must aame,

CHORUS:

My country, ‘ils of Me
And of My policy

That thou must sing'
Land where My people live
All pralse 3o Me must glve!
There's no alternative-

Let My pame ring!

M3 notions of the family My people must adopt -
Of bables ther must never be a dearth;
1 must regulate Yy raliroads, or the rallroacds muss
he stopped,
And after that 1'll regulate My earth.

cnonTa:
My country, fis of Me, &¢,
Oxs or My Prorus,

S T R
ANOTHER OUBAN CAMPAIGN.
Wasnivoron, March 16.—The Agrarian
League of Cuba, a more or less effectively
organized representative of the economio
Interests of the island, has inaugurated a
campaign in Cuba and in this country
for & larger measure of trade freedom
between the island and the United States.
It has chosen an inopportune time for
ita enterprise. Besides the intense oppo-
sition of special interests whose business
might be affected by a further reduction
of our duty on Cuban product, it will
enoouster a general conviotion that Cuba
t¢ dolLg very well indeed and that this
effort to improve still more her condition
is excited by greed and not by necessity,
as asserted,

The gensralargument of the casa appears
in an appeal submitted to the Ways and
Means Committee of the House by the rep+
resentative of the League. He declares in
part as follows:

The people of .uba are in trouble, The Indus-
trial, proprietary, mercantile, and waspaying ele-
ments Bave no volce in the application of Insular
taxes or the distribution of the Insulsr revenues.
Those of 10-day have Inherited this conditlon of
Affalrs, and such oconditious must continue until
proprietary and Industrisl Interests hecome suf.
ficlently prosperous to command & volos (n the
matier of applying customs tazes and the dls
tribution of insular revenue. It is balteved that
only through an carly and greater trade freedom
with the States can & change for the better be
brought ahout. All the commirolal, propristhry
and Industrial Interests on the island desperately
crave this trade freedom oiih the States,

There |8 a measure of unsoundness in
this argument of the political helplessness
of these various elements, because of the
fact that so large a percentage of Cuba's
proprietors, both commercial and indus-
trial, are aliens by their own choice. That
the burden of taxation is heavy, much
heavier than it should be, there ia no ques-
tion. THE SUN has commented on that
fact a number of times during the last
few years. The remedy for that evil lies
in Cuba and not in Washington. If it
does lle In Washington at all under the
present conditions, it is in the War Depart-
mant and not in Congress,

The value of the present reaiprocity
treaty either to Cuba or to the United
States is exceedingly difficult, probably
quite impossible of measurement. During
the four years of its life the trade of the
island with this country has increased about
80 per cent. It probably would have in-
creased without the treaty. We buy Cuban
products because we want them, treaty
or no treaty. We absorbed the huge crop
of last season as we did the smaller crop
of 1903, and as we shall absorb ths smaller
crop of the present season. Our imports
from Cuba [n 1903, the year preceding the
operation of the treaty, were valued at
$67,226 201. The figures for the trealy years
are as follows:

1004 474,950 902 [ 16004 . 945,088 234
1905, . .. 05 847,858 | 1907 . 02,420 207

Imports for the current year will in all
probability be considerably below those
of last year by reason of a smaller crep
due to unfavorable weather. The figures
of 1905 are due to high prices. It is proba-

. ble that the treaty etimulated both local

enterprise and foreign investment, but it is
quite impossible to estimate its force. It
is equally difficult to estimate the value
of the treaty to American exporters. Thers
is no reason to doubt that, lacking the
treaty, Cuba would have increased her out-
put and therefore increased her exports.
With larger exporta the purchasing power
of the island would have increased as it
has under the treaty. The extent of that
increase and the percentage of it that would
have fallen to the United States cannot be
measured. Oursales for the year preceding
the treaty were $23504,417. The sales
;:hxrlng the treaty years have been as fol.
OWS!

1904 . 32,844,345 1908 8 4% A4
1005, ... ... 445007111907, . RAAN
The argument from Cuba's trade figures
does npot support the assertions of the
Agrarian League. Governor Magoon's re-
ports of general welfare do not support
them. Yet the fact is that Cuba's planters
as a whole are not in the best of condition,
and there are those who predict widespread
cisaster. While much can be said in favor
of closer economic union between Cuba and
the United States, the road out of br around
the present trouble does not of necessity
run via Washington. It runs by the way
of lessened taxation and of better bus ness
methods on the plantations, Upon those
and upon reasonable assurance of political
stability depends the prosperity of Cuba's
industries. The cause of the Agrarian
League is quite hopeless and should be
abandoned. Its members can do much
for themselves at home, but little or nothing
in Washington.

Cuba's entire system of intérnal taxation
should be changed. Her tariff, adoptad
under the conditions existing in 1000, should
be carefully rev.sed to meet the conditions
of to-day. Whether either of these changes
could be made with due propristy by the
present provisional Administration fe a
question. A Cuban Government is not at
all likely to undertake the work. The
figures of Cuba's gross taxation are not
immediately at hand, but it may be said
broadly that a more scientific system of
taxation would probably reduce the taxes
by from five to ten millions of dollars &
year and still leave for both Federal and
municipal governments a sufficient revenue
for a well ordered administration.

The appeal of the Agrarian League brings
in the question of annexation as a posaible
alternative of an expansion of the reciproo-
ity treaty. That 1s an lssue which may be
dismissed from aoy consideration at the
present time. It has only a shadow of
support either in Cuba or in the United
States.

Mythologieal,

To raEs EDITOR oF THS SUN~Sir: According
10 Professor Nilisen, author of a recent book on
German theoiogy, the question arises whether
Theodore Roosevelt Is a “mythélogical hero, a
state of affairs or just & real live American Presl-
dent,” G.bing st & German sohool of criticlsm,
Niisen gives an idea how contempordry uiswory
may be translated a few hundred years bence
when Bryan has stopped running.

The legendary bero, says the professor, often
plotured with a big stick, Is simply & myibologieal
tralt borrowed from the Greeks and Romans,
Jupiter hoiding the thunderboit. The broad
brimmed Lat and large eyegiasses are taken from
Norse mythology and represent Woden endeavor
ing to plercs through the heavy clouds of fog cov.
ering his head,

The legeadary hero, constantly smiling and dis-
piaying his ieeth, serves Lo show the strong Alfrican
influence v American clvilization.

Is {4 graeeful of (he professor to put into the
mouths of those sufferers 100 years bence: “Theo-
dore Roosevelt was no historical persom at all,
He never Uved; he ls merely the personification of
tendenclies and mythalogieal tralts then (the twen.
ueth century) dominant in the American natlon™?

hosTox, March 15, G, NosLw

Protecting the Language.

To TR Epiton or THE SUN-Sir: | heg leave
to suggest 10 your correspondent “W, \V', Suckley"
~-who should attend to a revislon of his name to
“Stickler” -ihat If we can's say properly “United
States Army.)” we might follow the am gy of
“British” and "English” and say “Unliew Stasish
Army.”

It sounds & bit slewed, but that should render It
susceptihle of easler pronunclation,

I would also remark that the usage for the noun
“record” of (he best actors on the English spesking
siage—a falr criterion—is “rec.ord.” with a full
squorousaess accorded Lo “ord,” pol the slovenly
“rec erd” of every day apeech,

Try agalnor "agen,” Mr, Stickley,or “Suckler,”

Naw Yonx, March 16, V. B
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Some Pagsages in the Fistery of Ireland
Patron Saint.

To tae Eprrog or T Sux-S8ir: “Island
of destiny*—of saints and of sinners, of
martyrs, of patriote and statesmen, of
lore and poet story, of plenty and of
poverty, of virtue, learning and religlon,
of beautiful women and prolific mothers, of
woes and tribulations, of hope and despair,
of suffering and herolc endurance, of martial
glory and chivalric honar, of nature's adors.
ment and scenic grandeur, of iréachery,
treason and deoelt, of bribery and corrup-
tion, of factional jeaiousiés and clannish
wars, of betrayed confidences and misguided
ambitions-oh, land of tragedies, of tears and
of sorrows, thy sunlight of liberty is not yet!
tortuous must be thy patb ere it dawns, and yet
you live on between hope and suspense, pin-
ning vour faith to the “balance of power.”

Such in brief is the history of [reland, and
as such it is destined to continue indafinitaly

It would A1l & large volume to chronicle
the progress of St. Patrick through Ireland.
Before his death, however, only & few of the
reigning princes had embraced the faith,
and with one exception it was & bloodless
converslon., Only one martyr suffered death
for the evangelization of Ireland, and In this
inatarce the cruelty had been devised for the
saint himself. While 8t. Patrick was return-
ing from Munster a pagsn chieftain formed
a design to murder him. The plan ceme to
the knowledge of Qrdran, his faithful chario:
N a0 change s mih he s
w na changs W
and thus Feceived Cho facal biow intended
for his master.

Equaily {mumnc who baptism of Arngns,

Muns \

Eing of r hile rforming the
ceremony St trick accldentally plerced
‘oot of the king

|hrou£h the sandal coverad
th his pastoral staff, whioh terminated in
which it was tbg saint's
custom to stiok in the ground by his side
while preaching or baptizing. The king
bore the wound without u'mclu until the
ceremony was over, when St triek wit
nurgrm and pain beheld the gtound cove
with bi and observed the cause., The
saint asking why he did not cry out, Arngus
rep.ied that he thought & was part of the
ceremony to represent, though faintly, the
had borne for man's re-

:"é {ron spike,

wounds our Lor
demption, .

No |ess |nteresting is the saint’'s meetin
with the Ard-Ri haori, 1he latter was hold-
ing & druidie festival in Tara, at which
the kindling of & fire formed the chief featurs
of the proceedings, and it was a ¢riine pun-
ishable with death for an{ one to light a fire
in tha surrounding country on the evening
of the festival until the sacred flame on Tara
Hill blazed forth. ‘Lo his amazement, how-
ever, the monarch beheld on the Hill of Slane
a bright tire kindled early in the evenihg.
This was the paschal tire which 8t. Patric
had lighted, for it was Holy Baturday, ‘I he
king called the chief Druid's attention to this
and he answered, "0 kmg there is indeed
a flame lighted on yonder {11, which, if it ie
not put out to-night, wiil govor be quenched
in Erion.” Disquieted by this orscular
answer the king directed the offenders to be
brought before him for punishment. St.
Patrick, on being arrested, arrayed himself
in his vestments, and crozier in hand warched
boldly at the head of his captors, Havin
arrived before the klng and his assembl
courtiers and druldic high priests, St. Pat-
rick, undismayed, proclaimed to them that
he had come to gqnench the fires of vagau
sacrifice (n Treland and light the flame o
Christian falth. The king was amazed an
angered, vet no penalty fell ou Patrick. On
the contrary he made several converts on the
spot, and the sermon and controversy in the
king's presence proved an auspicious begin-
nu:’ for the glorious mission upon which he
had just entered.

In one of his military excursions into Gaul
King Nial I. captured and brought to Ireland,
among other white slaves, Patricius and his
sisters Daruca and Lupita. The story of
St. Patrick's bondage in Ireland, of his mi-
raculous "‘"Y" his entry into bol‘y orders,
his vision of Ireland, his long studles under
8t, Germmiin, his conversion of the Irish,
the appearance of §t, Patrick at Bray, Innis-
patrick, SBtrangford Lough, and the hostility
of the Lagenian prince, together with druid-
fsm, parfunllm and idol worship, are nubjegu
interestingly dealt with in “The Life of St.
Patrick "

In the vear 407, on March 17, which day is
celebrated as his feast by the Catholic Church
and by the Trish nation at home and in exile,
St. Patrick departed this life in_his favorite
retreat of Saul, in the Countrv of Down, where
his body was interred. His obsequies con-
tinued for twelve days, during which the
light of innumerable tapers seemed to turn
night into day: and the Bishops and priests
of Ireland congregated on the oocasion.
Tradition savs the crozier he “’Efl% nt
Treland was the same which our
carried. It was brought by St. Patrick from
Reme when setting forth by u‘c authority of
Pope Celestine to evangelize Ireland. This
erozier was preserved as oné of the most
precious relics on | soll for more than
1,000 vears, and was an oblect of anecial
veneration. Tt was sacrilegiously destroyed
in the reign of Henry VIII. by ons of Henry's
“reforming " Bishops, who wrote to the kiug
boasting of the deed. M.

ScprantoN, Pa., March 18,

A St Patrick’s Day Letter,

TG s EpiToR OF THE SUN—Sir:  Si. Patriok's
day Is the yeaily festival of a psople whose charao-
teristics are worthy of attention at this time. The
Irish race is endowed with a sense of humor which
Is nothing else than a keen perceéption of Incon-
grulties, That race contains no eranks or “high-
brows.” It follows no “ologies™ or “lsms.” It seeks
common sense and practieal results in all its un-
dertakings. The Irish race Is God's best gift to
the United States. J.T. M,

NEW YORK, March 18,

A Soug for St. Patrick’s Day,
When b,rulu In goid this bleased day
Dear’to the fervent Irish beart,
Where'er thy children kneel to pray,
Unto their lips thy name doth start;
With fond affection murmured low,
Or sung In sWeetest melody,
While founts of memory overflow
In burning tears, they turn to thee,

As oalls the forest to the dove,
The meadow blossom to the hee,
Thou callest to thine own, my love,
In tenderest tones across the sea.
And, camped ‘mid wild Canadian snows,
Or where the green savanoahs sweep,
O mother of a million woes,
They listen to thy voice and weep,

They listen to thy volee and vow
By homage of thelr warrior blood
To bind again upon thy brow
The crown of stolen nationhood.
They pledge the strength of manhood’s years
To right thy wrongs, O mother lsle,
And In the rainfall of thy tears
See Freedom's are of promise smile,

Adown the sunset's golden track

Thy dim eyes watehed thelr waning ships,
While shin!l In sorrow’'s midnight black,

The hearthreak trembled on tAY ips.
From valleys with the shamrock sweet,

From graveyards where thelr fathers sleep,
They sadly turned reluctant feet

Where moaned the “welrd Atlantic deep.”

They are not lost, O motherland!

A hundred climes have known their fame,
With loyal heart and stubbora band

They ve blazoned wide thy glorious name.
New nations from thy children

‘Neath uorthern star and Soutbern Cross
Risc up and in affection’s tongue

Proclaim (hee blessed for thy lnss,

And lo! while breaks In gold the day
Dear 10 the fervent (rish heart,
Where'er thy chlldrea kneel to pray,
Where'er thelr buming teardrops start;
Swift as the plalons of the dove,
Thine exiles’ hearts across ibe foam
On wildly beating wings of love,
Falr motheriand! are fiecting bome,
T. H. C. Mowoxer,

—————————p—
The Day We Celebrate,
From the Catholie Standard and Times,
1.'ave the yellow gold 16 Jews.
Fur It's little that they lose—
L'ave the halance o' world power 1o the Sanon;
Though they scarce could do |t worse,
I'ave them run the universs,
“Tis for littio that they bayve that wa'd be axin’,
Sorra Wan of us that cares
Fur thelr high an’ migbty alrs,
Or the nl-:uuo'hr yal purple an’ the linen stiff wid

But lm-:i‘u wan day In the year
When they mustin't interfere-
Shure, the v_bcﬂc '{:vld Is Irish on the Sevenieenth
o' Mareh!

O1 It's little that we hold
Of dominlon or of gold
In the blessed Isle that saw us first & nation,
Hut we made all lands our own
As we spread from zZone Lo gone;
So come all o' ye' an' share our jubllistion,
O! the musie In the alrt
An' the Joy that's Ivrywhers—
Shure, the whole bliue vault o' heaven |s wan grand
trinmphal arch,
An' the earth helow Is gay
Wid It tender green (h° day,
Fur the whole world 1s Irsh on the Seventeeath

o Marchr
T. A Davy,

On St Patrick’s Day.
Richard 111 will wither,

And so will Charles the Steenth;
And Hepry IV, and all his kith
And kin will not be o Iy with

B0 Pat the XV,
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" WORDS OF A STATESMAN.
Strange Deltugtons of an Ordinarily Clenr
Thinker.

To 18 Eptror or Tuk Sex-S8ir: 1n tia
fall of 1877 Samuel J. Tilden presided o 4
dinner given at Delmonioo's in complitneg
to Mr. J. B, Morgan, the then head of ¢
London house of J. 8§ Morgsn & () )
proposlng the health of the great dunker hg
sald:

1 could ot look upon this audience without bein g
remioded that It 1s a teaching of political ecou, -
that every man who hy any efort reducer | »
cost or Increases the (rults of any sorvice demin ) |
by soclety to 1hal extent enlarges the product o
capacity of human labor and Incroased 1he ey,
of Its exorcise, These men whom e ses aro
us, owners and managers of colossal capiial s+
clated together In corpoerate fArma undoubts
have an Mllusion--at least some of thein pav
that they are working for themsalves. but [ 1.
the satisfaction to be able to clalm, on belal? ¢
the rest of us, that they*are chlefly working for 1y
geueral rublle,

After Luioring to two uncles of Yie why
went L,drty miles west of the lower Huds
to establish a town because “tha jiroducs
the rich grain rogion less than two hundy
miles weat of Albany could not he pranity
brought to New York hy any rcans o
known to clivilization,” Mr. Tilden reforr |
to the time twenty years Iater vhen th.
farmers of Ohio, Indiana and Tliinws cv |
by the improved methods of transportnt
then deemed to bes "marvellous creatin
“afford to send their products fo the
York markets.” And then tha grear sta
an went on to speak of the men of that
whom he was addressing, “the gentler
who are engaged in the management of
great machinery of transportation, as |
fows:

They think, no doubt, that they are working
thelr corporations and for thelr stocknoiders, * + «
but I, on behalt of the publie, Astert that io
main they are working for that publie. It ¢
have any tite to publie recogaluion=4f they &L
any right to pepular consideration—tHis g 17
tile, this 16 that right. In the frad nlace, wil
we soe thess men with cologsal fortunes and mar
agers Of great assochated canllal seckiog to
human eyes thelr ann selfish galn, therclga wl o
and beneficent overruling Providence which dire
eventa o that nearly all they do In lessening o
cost of these services results not in enlarzed pre
Lut in diminished charges, and thus Inures te t
benefit of the mass of the people. It ls not posaly
under competitian and other natural laws (nat »
but & comparatively Incomsiderabls share of 1 »
results of their scheming, tbelr planning, L
efforts, their s¥11l and thelr sacriffces, shall go 2,
whare else than to the benefaction of the gens |
publle,

In the second place, even this comparative
small share which those who do the trangportat
for human roclety are able to receive as profits +»
long as the accumulations are Invested i
actlve capital for doing neécessary and use!
services Iu the work of transportation or othe
wise It |8 but oreating beiter maehinery, beti
plocesses and more competition—all resulting .
cheaper services to the publle,

In the third place, when we come to the sm. |
fractlon which the owners or managers of th s
colossal capitals are ahle to apply to thelr person: |
use, or to lay up for such use, the first thing tan
strikes one Is that they cannot carry even a o
pet bag on their long journey to that bourne fro
whence no traveller returns. Even personal sc.
cumulations, after the owners have left them, gln
into the inass which soclety In the aggregate owny
and undergo a fresh distribution,

And it was in theae words of consummat.
wisdom that Mr. Tilden, a# if in anticipation
of the wild eries and clamor of ths Romsva
Bryan propaganda against “coloesal capit)
associated togeéther In ocorporate form
(meaning raflroad corporations, as is plain)
shown by the context), made crushing au/)
complete answer In vindication of America:
citizens whose enterprises have inestimablv
enriohed the American people during the li<e-
of men still living.

It was Horatio Seymour who once said '»
me in answer to a direct question: “Oh, ves
Mr. Tilden is a very able man, but he {s mu!
more than that—he (s & very wise man

GEORGR L, MIvLer

New Yorx, March 16.

Restraining Anarchistic Utterances.

To tee Epirom or TEE Sun—8ir: No
that Mayor Busse of Chicago bas taken .+
initiative (n stopping slurs on wealthy ni
of industry and acumen in vaudeville &l
other performances where the vacuity and
the disappointed greed of the audiénces s
to anarchistic disturbances, we may éxpect
other sober minded magistrates will go
equally far toward curbing this world oid
animosity, not only in theatres but also co
all platforms, including those on the rear end
of special trains.

As Professor Goldyin Smith wrote in 109
in “Commonwealth or Empire,” “Only an
economical anarchist will desira to arrav
¢lass against class, labor against capitai, '
Interfere with the discharge by the capitalisf
of his necessary function in the conduct of
industry; to withhold from him his fair gain:,
or to deprive him of his just influence in the
political sphere. Jo the capitalist, as society
now is, we must owWe the organization of grea’
enterprises and the execution of great works

It is well that our Mayors restrain our
economical anarchist in his mock knowledge,
whether he is frivolity earning its bread Liv
besmirching reputations, sympathy cor
rupted inte envy (which is the rottenness of
bones, Proverbs xiv., 30 in the Federation of
Languor, or even psychopathy in high offie
and energetio pursult of office, ORDER

ScraxToN, Pa., March 15.

Inerease of OMeers' Pay, German Arm).

A new law is being considered by the Ger
man Reichstag which proposes to increase the
pay of army officers,

The reason given for the proposed increase
is the higher cost of living.

The new law is based on “fogy rations” as
it is termed in our army), namely, arcertain
per cent. of increase of pay for every few
years of service in each grade, but the wini-
mum pay of the different grades is also v
creased,

The minimum pay of Becond Lieutenants
for example, i inureased over 16 per cent  and
every four years of service in the grade their
pay Is inoreased 20 per cent. up to a max:
mum of ¢0 per cent. The pay of First Lisu-
tepants is similarly Inoreased. The rini-
mum pay of Captains is increased nearly 1¢
per cent., and every four years they receire
20 per cent, more up to a maximum of
per cent. The pay of the higher grades i«
to be Increased in proportion.

The act i expected to bécome a law and
go into effect on April 1, 1608,

In Austria & simiiar increase is under cor
sideration.

Vermoent Maple Sugar.
From ke Northfeld News,

An experienced sugar maker of Nortaasa
earnestly urging every farmer who bas & map *
Mwutua\ouhum-nguum-
ble each yoar—snd begin this year. Fe spys thet

than 25 por oent, Wetwedn & good and o
poor year, providiag thé trees are tappel
early., He belleves that the maple sugsr crop s
the most profitable one for Vermont farmers, an'
that the demand for the product s sure to incresss
from year to year. A sugar orchard will pay goo!
Interest on $200 an acre, while the same land elearet
of trees 1s not worth §10 an acre,

Peverty In Indla.
From (he Calewtla Stategman,

The number of persons on relfef in I'ndia durins
the week ended February | was 735,004, an inoreats
of 18258, The number om rellef tn the LUnlien
Provines Is 616,225, an lncrease of 13508 Ti°
Central India States report BA.05 persons on rev
an increass 1o the week of 25,085, while an Ineres ¢
of 1,088 in Bombay brings the Prestdeney tota)
w0 1M,

Hat Question in Oklahoma.
From the Kansas City Journal
The Christian Church 8t Chickasha beld an ¢t
tion to see If the women should wear thelr hals
during the services, As the lady members we
not allowed to vole the men carried the election
in favor of no bats,

Insidions Gambling.
Knlcker—What's the matter with Jopes®
Bocker—He wanis (he Government 1o geL A7

women who coax thelr husbands 1o 1cach !
poser.

Positive: Syiph,
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